Arch Info
Tayana 37 Mk II #384

The arch was designed to fit on a Tayana 37, and was to include folding davits that would allow a dinghy to be lifted over the base of an Aries wind vane.

The arch needed space to mount a radar, wind generator, outboard motor lift, outboard motor storage mount, and antenna space for a television antenna plus 7 additional antennas (gps, back-up gps, cell phone, wifi, satellite radio, satellite telephone, navtex).  In addition, an LED stern light was installed, as well as a deck work light to illuminate the cockpit and provide light when setting the dinghy in the davits.

The davits are set in sockets that allow for folding inward when not in use- to minimize overall length when renting dock space.  The davits are not used on offshore passages or during rough weather; in which case the dinghy is stored on deck.  The primary use of the davits is to raise and secure the dinghy at night when at anchor.

We opted to not include solar panels on the arch, in that the arch is fairly narrow, and horizontal panels would be vulnerable.  We considered mounting panels vertically, with hinges to allow them to swing to horizontal, but the additional windage and loss of space convinced us to keep the panels on the rails.

As part of the project, a rear anchor roller was fabricated.  The roller allows us to use the primary cockpit winches to assist in retrieving the stern anchor.
The arch/davits and anchor roller were fabricated by Alameda Prop & Machine (510-522-7899) in Alameda, CA.

For further information on our project, you are welcome to contact me (Steve Abel) at sailabel@msn.com
